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The National Indian Health Board is committed to ensuring that the Tribes remain informed 
on COVID-19 and have the resources and assistance needed to respond to the pandemic. This 
newsletter will contain the latest resources, announcements and information on scheduled 
calls and webinars. 
To view all of our resources, please be sure to visit our COVID-19 Tribal Resource Center at 
www.nihb.org/covid-19.  
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 Funding Opportunities 
and Technical 
Assistance Resources  

 Administration and 
Agency Response  

 Community Health 
Tools  

 Advocacy Tools  
 List of Member and 

Partner Organizations to 

Pre-Application Webinar Today: 
NIHB Tribal School Readiness 
Mini-Grant 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlFz1yqRYI7tHzPP5qDZic5Da2SgjgRlnP_Y_n-8qSQCl3y-pA2g5o2XjD1SiP24ORWjSXPV9GTLcxjQ4f7A6iXIf-_mDN54NlDWXPZ5d65qTc&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlFz1yqRYI7tHzPP5qDZic5Da2SgjgRlnP_Y_n-8qSQCl3y-pA2g5o2XjD1SiP24ORWjSXPV9GTLcxjQ4f7A6iXIf-_mDN54NlDWXPZ5d65qTc&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF8ExKRFwRlD971at5IlThNHB_cI-HhbKU-AyX8xoRBUl5Wfqx6_dkzTiP3XxJMXbaikcGOnr8BPO5h81av1VCwigUpnSWaoA6gEQ8uT1b4zgy4BqHBf8rYU=&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF8ExKRFwRlD971at5IlThNHB_cI-HhbKU-AyX8xoRBUl5Wfqx6_dkzTiP3XxJMXbaikcGOnr8BPO5h81av1VCwigUpnSWaoA6gEQ8uT1b4zgy4BqHBf8rYU=&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF2SjtRQQfMIbH2ngmMkoMBk0pX5A2g7MW1M7Uz-QdAA_lo39IExkmetPSW4r7x5E4YCTcTBEnxaBJPSRb3RjPv2Y7xtUNQh-esxcgmS9Jkxg3nBtC0GOo_8sd2qeHh8djr2-tywleEyN&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF2F4Wvw_Psq_xiV2kOogtogLtClhkF3EGU0fhvXEsVeXFQTtYoAXNmdGNID7ocjqnrNNDc5nX3kf27HgnYbWBRxHYtX_v-ADoAcYL7qSMFV2yMMZduwPTkd-_5EdXaRXBtKGjms6tMFY1R1FUa59aVo=&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF2F4Wvw_Psq_etJ15cRT9eAXRfwJAMCRZOCPzVrK3mNuO6adfP_swtElOPnm4itRLP06lPRiH6mzXNEzUYtxvxhyauGQAN0a2_LseV0rECqSlILqTiqxOr-0KVK51rdw1l7Z9V2UA2B2&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF2F4Wvw_Psq_Npqyr0LY-oHfteajI4F8BPMy83SC6FwVVDu8ew1CZL_cVv89pKJV4bYMHr9og7iBTSi8IkELQNMM-SnyKgNGbcf8UA_YrmeFSiwX8AWTcRbHv9p6BSYu7g==&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF2ALQCca8Tb05IBG661_D_K1vTr9hB_GBPG0s9FMxkAy6FyeNCe7YoEVmEY_GbTNHfzOlte_m163UdWyPV4l5SLNf3ss8hHiGSKoEzDZry3iD8OIdEBuUkEhn5mOfcrm7d9dnogizmPj&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF4fC931JtNUpviIOsafgcdGbo3uBN7hsPbObaGcG7r3QX2cQ5t1ixktZwAQJfr1JMaRlPP-_6AtlEzTYDCvswltMwRz9gjx1Tg==&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==


find regionally-specific 
resources  

 Upcoming Calls 
Webinars and Events  

 
 

 

 

Indigenous Connectivity 
Summit October 5-9, 2020 

 

Presented by Internet Society, 
the Indigenous Connectivity 
Summit brings together community 
network managers and operators, 
Indigenous-owned Internet service 
providers, community members, 
researchers, policy makers and 
Indigenous leaders. We discuss 
ways to ensure Alaska Native, 
American Indian, Inuit, Native 
Hawaiian, First Nations and Métis 
communities have affordable, high-
quality and sustainable Internet 
access, and talk about how it can 
support social and economic 
development.  
 
The Summit provides practical, 
hands-on training to help 
Indigenous communities connect 
to the Internet to and creates 
opportunities to build relationships 
and share useful knowledge and 
experience. 
 

Dates: October 5 - 9, 2020 
Register for the Summit.  

Deadline to Register for Pre-
Summit Trainings is August 28, 

2020 
 

The 
National 
Indian 
Health 
Board 
(NIHB) will 
hold an 
optional 
pre-
application 
webinar 
for the 
Tribal 
School 
Readiness 
Mini-Grant today, August 18, 2020 at 
3:30 PM Eastern Time.  
 

With funding from the  
Indian Health Service, NIHB is 
offering a funding opportunity for 
Tribes and Tribal Organizations 
seeking to strengthen school 
preparation and readiness for safe 
operations during the COVID 
pandemic. This funding is intended to 
fulfill immediate Tribal school 
readiness needs.  
  
NIHB will provide mini-grants to a 
maximum of 15 Tribes or Tribal 
organizations in amounts up to 
$2,000 each. Tribes may use these 
funds for activities in one or more of 
these categories:  
·   Materials and Equipment Acquisition  

·   Facilities & Infrastructure  

·   Outreach and Education  

·   Training and Technical Assistance  

·   Evaluation and Assessment  
  
The completed application is due by 
11:59 PM EDT on Friday, August 28, 
2020.  

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF2F4Wvw_Psq_7b8lhcguKjvpwZjLEHNRr6F_mWfdzPg9gVDFvOkngonyChJfm3blLSrzCJqv3KDwSr8GLMgBEOHNWHfQEn14ccC8M3_CiOQzlly9ROFeCOKEsOk2CJ__fQ==&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF--gxioNt4m-gPuaVczL1hbuXbiN0MlROJRKM9E_xALMzpkIX9eXeqF6P-KLDh67eR08mIo3ZDgpCwN0007rECHfla5nVhG78WVwPGC6wAk4&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF--gxioNt4m-Bbe-OCYbLqF8Jrf47x3l6hFUjyktvKXliwq9AHGIbbgzOgWNlZF8q6mw5QuldhdaS_0cGZ3KXk7kONkEZmm-TAxADFaVcPXFVRLH9g1Av-HshPoDJuQxAXs3SLueRfFh-Lq_6LJD5ReffZHfNI4sO4czR8dc-YAJ&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF7bQWvSzpGUulnG85-Djg72y-Hf0DDTovX4mj9xJg0fgk8cHVdZ9i-eWh0oms9RGUlUN_rcO_ek_4JFjoweIV_w=&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF7bQWvSzpGUulnG85-Djg72y-Hf0DDTovX4mj9xJg0fgk8cHVdZ9i-eWh0oms9RGUlUN_rcO_ek_4JFjoweIV_w=&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF7bQWvSzpGUulnG85-Djg72y-Hf0DDTovX4mj9xJg0fgk8cHVdZ9i-eWh0oms9RGUlUN_rcO_ek_4JFjoweIV_w=&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF7bQWvSzpGUulnG85-Djg72y-Hf0DDTovX4mj9xJg0fgk8cHVdZ9i-eWh0oms9RGUlUN_rcO_ek_4JFjoweIV_w=&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
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The project period will run from 
approximately September 1 through 
October 31, 2020. 
  

Optional Pre-Application Webinar 
Tuesday, August 18, 2020 

3:30 PM Eastern Time 
Register for the Webinar.  

  
Please contact Brett Weber at 
bweber@nihb.org with any questions.  

  

 
 

  

 
 

 

Call & Webinar Announcements 

 
 

    

 
 

 

COVID-19 in Indian Country: Past Policy, Current Responses, 
and Future Implications, Tuesday, August 18 

 

The coronavirus pandemic has had a 
disproportionate impact on American Indian 
and Alaska Native communities. Leading up 
to this current crisis, many state and federal policies undercut Tribal 
sovereignty, leaving Tribal healthcare systems underfunded and ill-
equipped to respond to the spread of COVID-19 in their communities. In 
response, Tribes have exercised their inherent sovereignty to implement a 
range of infection control measures, with community-led initiatives 
providing creative and nimble solutions to the evolving crisis. This webinar 
will introduce participants to key principles in Indian law and Tribal public 
health law, discuss the impact of COVID-19 in Indian Country, and identify 
response strategies based upon practical experience.  
 

Tuesday, August 18, 2020 
1:00 PM – 2:30 PM EST 

Register for the Webinar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF--gxioNt4m-cELsEvym4tEgHKm6M5ee15HX7Q03Kvj-4-0sT2_pb7alHkSzz0LICr24xu3jMxfZD9C6fapGJfvwr0vl2zs6dE6YyTa1AU7uDM5NzjjvWIJHAt2tTx1sWhYeCy5-0ztvxWiIXUOUCY8yVDZNEGQRVQmAx3hYatdUK2jQjm7PDtRbNDXYcT5xT-eNV0Gj46RvW6w1mp_VdYWhD7-1wJWclIWM9XF3jR2yV-9t8LsU_RvycZpLpBzc_wAO_R2sQZS09Ncf_LchkmZBehKb4OnIFFw4eTU4l7tsxlo6sGrc3OJ1mbLiZLDmQoFhNnKZWUdx8KiGdQAEC5fniv-rlG-44oheOOtbI3iiVodnK-qhvLCoNkVjgcW9hTEFHhTZ4cguhdvxSgGQmUS6Y271Uu3OmliOX_8XYTVv_r9Y36d6jaDnigISJfzd1BZOXkazNY1IWmPGcnN3rgawE9WzfoB0w8ERVeQSiW-Y4xYB_ZbjeKLnHzYQc2VrFueXuM7Uypvvi-VQsM4BVMJQOUv7DWJ47o-IDlHn2LipsyXvVMieO6areHVbXnJ6jZ5QFBFna6wLi4vfKVGLFvhBNaiFjLvijfLSifnt2CSlkH4bvT44GRgI_OZ3FyOxjZ4rLXiLnTxCq3yLFCwLqQROjU2AE9pXuKyGzC7qSWzpgPDnJyl7wqDxGLkJOoEdkzVKKuUMf2OxBA6VY_VX6igZXwuhm670Nbm4MNqXTieHJ7pH-eD62hHpH7IK9fjJGfcT_lT8pON1yPVXVa66pxwTRpuXubimSrD-ifovt55IPQrfQ_EThNuOnPnl5V-wDX1cOeX_XiW4AJQB_r8AFsXeXf6TM5G13w==&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==
mailto:bweber@nihb.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013uus0nIprXbu4Lxb-FiaPVbJB7-zPkjJBbAsiZT7uLLShHZ9qAdlF_3S6yzOWRfdbMx1YM2LfKbQ-iduUn-rMy8WfNBUH-kUIFb7XSMFOYZYbK0wZq_3UaYlmlqPF6yaizVWtPiFTzUmNnhetpIbZQqbSLijjHblAJ0KklP2xVsszxxOdIEuSrCx1bqy50gcwIUpyph6s33M7_aIlIzjT6oEwjVUwBD-NKgVspqrI3s4LFGzzgirAoKpSY9yILnUQ9wW6CHd26-24iz7FGciLcZQ3V7AXUHcnBQnRmyEH_sN6VEgXYceWC37kOCcxEgx_eMc3s1yHKnddUYOsScM6ci7a2K08ZtEc-t1AX9FMBPuEEVnpGY7r2jAsbBoJGPz_JBfjtwhm850k5-6oHXF4CMG77UjsrixwA_PreFLTUNJqD99A3XPfi4LXgJpmAPriKdPInIbrrE7D5LU43RXCy9oh-OTx4Z41eywWVMyboyHH0jhZum3vYUDfxohOVX9xjRmRsTaUhr6TPqfYSDd4vSCDri2GJK9XkOnLNwlNyGR_TM9LXaRJ6XQCv6fK2UKH87EUD5ZfQ80kxb4Sqi-e0O4Aohp_l9pUdi3AN4BMrIIzUYYiVn9tFZMFQSqzXD_FAcxE2tid3ZOrM6zD8V3mNWBZRZCC9Y3L6MvDqwEBhIphQFlo7x5KdHPmJZD9qyECGKg8rye7RZ_nWA7Apohb7HbSL8n_h4b98Ol7Mps3injnEP23S8MbgAX_7xfGvtr4qsWqaj8smnyi2Sw2FI1LHY_tQOKgmtI0EFGzceImtcydxwXvDPj0-AzeLc0Lz6a&c=yPXChCS1kv1XYT9qXAr8nYwDkavLrCuqg1_sQWZdkbTNbvVovPETHw==&ch=e8AL_4vdRRA6O62doO_W3TXKFt7kzduGtkWmgesB4-z-0_Y60AIzmw==


Strengthening Vaccine Confidence in Pediatric Offices During 
the COVID-19 Pandemic, Wednesday, August 19 

Pediatric vaccine ordering and administration 
have declined during the COVID-19 pandemic 
as parents have stayed home. Maintaining 
routine childhood immunization is essential in 
order to prevent outbreaks of preventable 
diseases. This webinar with the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) National Center for Immunization and Respiratory 
Diseases (NCIRD), will discuss strategies for ensuring safe well visits and 
building vaccine confidence among parents of young during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM Eastern Time 

Register for the Webinar 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Environmental Health: Air Pollution, COVID-19 & Health 
Disparities, Friday, August 21 

The National Institute for Health Care Management (NIHCM) 
Foundation is hosting a webinar on environmental health and COVID-19. 
Researchers in the US have suggested air pollution has significantly 
worsened the COVID-19 pandemic and potentially led to more deaths than 
if pollution-free skies were the norm. This webinar will explore how different 
neighborhoods in the same city can have vastly different air quality and 
what that means for their residents’ short- and long-term health outcomes.  
 

Friday, August 21, 2020 
12:00 PM – 1:00 PM Eastern Time 

Register for the Webinar 

 

 

 

Safe Learning for Kids Webinar, Tuesday, August 25 
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Join the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Region II National 
Preparedness Division for a webinar on 
keeping children safe while they learn. As 
schools reopen with a virtual learning 
component, students are spending more time 
online and are vulnerable to cyber threats. 
Guest speakers from the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) will discuss cybersecurity for children and tips on 
dealing with cyberbullying. A guest speaker from the Administration for 
Children and Families (ACF), a division of the Department of Health & 
Human Services, will discuss how to prepare children for returning to the 
classroom in a COVID-19 environment.  
 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 
12:00 PM - 01:00 PM Eastern Time 

Register for the Webinar 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Department of Veterans’ Affairs Virtual Tribal Consultation on 
Care Coordination, Tuesday, August 25, 2020 

 

Tribal leaders and Tribal health directors are invited 
to a virtual Tribal consultation hosted by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) focusing 
on care coordination for veterans receiving care 
under VA's Indian Health Service/Tribal Health 
Program (IHS/THP) Reimbursement Agreement 
Program (RAP). The virtual Tribal consultation 
session is on Tuesday, August 25, 2020, from 
3:30–5:00 p.m. (Eastern Standard Time). 
Participants are encouraged to interact by sharing comments/questions 
using the chat function during the presentation.  
 

Tribal input and recommendations will help the VA in enhancing and 
improving its care coordination for AI/AN Veterans who use IHS/THP RAP, 
while ensuring VA upholds its responsibility to veterans healthcare. Find 
program information, including templates, provider guides, and fact sheets, 
at VA Office of Community Care's website and the Office of Tribal 
Government Relations' website.  
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Submit written comments 
to tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov before September 25, 2020, or 
by mail to Department of Veterans Affairs, Suite 915L, 810 Vermont 
Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20420. For questions, 
contact Tribal.Agreements@va.gov.  
 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 
3:30–5:00 p.m. Eastern Time 

Call-in number: 1-800-767-1750; Extension: 85286 
Join the Session 

 

    

 
 

 

Announcements 

 
 

    

 
 

 

NIHB Leads Efforts on Joint Letter to Congress Opposing 
Policy Changes to Medicaid FMAP 

Tribal Nations and organizations encouraged to send their own letter - 
template available! 

 

On July 27, the National Indian Health Board 
(NIHB) sent a joint letter to Congress firmly 
opposing any policy that would undo decades of 
precedent in federal Medicaid policy towards 
Tribal Nations by extending 100% Federal Medical Assistance Percentage 
(FMAP) to States for Medicaid services rendered by providers outside the 
Indian health system to American Indians/Alaska Natives. This policy would 
seek to stabilize state Medicaid programs at the direct expense of the 
Indian health system, and runs contrary to federal trust and treaty 
obligations.  
 

NIHB was joined by Tribal Nations, National Congress of American 
Indians, National Council of Urban Indian Health, and multiple regional 
Tribal organizations in this important advocacy. NIHB encourages all Tribal 
Nations and organizations to join us in showing that Indian Country is 
uniformly opposed to this provision by sending similar letters. Please find 
this template letter on NIHB's Tribal COVID-19 Resource Center. Read 
the joint letter here.  
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FCC 2.5 GHz Rural Tribal Window 

DEADLINE EXTENDED! Applications Now due 
Wednesday, September 2, 2020 at 6:00 PM ET 
 

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, there is a 
greater need for high-speed internet connections 
as communities turn to telemedicine. The Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) 2.5 GHz Rural Tribal Window is 
unique opportunity for Tribes in rural areas to directly access unassigned 
spectrum over their Tribal lands, subject to buildout requirements. Read 
more here.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Medicare Eligible Hospitals: Hardship Exception Application 
Application Deadline: Sept. 1, 2020  
 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) opened the 
hardship exception application submission period for Medicare’s Eligible 
Hospital (EH) Hardship Exception to avoid the 2021 payment 
adjustment. EHs that utilized 2014 Certified Resource and Patient 
Management System (RPMS) Electronic Health Record (EHR) and were 
unable to demonstrate Promoting Interoperability (formerly known as 
Meaningful Use) in CY 2019 may need to apply for a hardship. Read the 
full memo here.  
  
The deadline to apply for an EH Hardship Exceptions is Tuesday, 
September 1, 2020. Please note: This deadline has been extended from 
the original date of July 1, 2020 due to COVID-19. Direct all inquiries to 
Drew Morgan andrew.morgan@cms.hhs.gov related to hardship 
exceptions. For IHS Specific questions related to the hardship exception, 
please direct all inquiries to IHS’s Promoting Interoperability Team 
at promotinginteroperabilityteam@ihs.gov.  

 

 

 

 

Serious Adverse Health Events 
Associated with Methanol-based 
Hand Sanitizers  
 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) issued the following 
Health Alert Network (HAN) Health Advisory 
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on July 5, 2020. On June 19, 2020, the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) advised consumers not to use any hand sanitizer 
manufactured by “Eskbiochem SA de CV” in Mexico, due to the potential 
presence of methanol, a “toxic alcohol”, as an active ingredient, which can 
cause blindness and/or death when absorbed through the skin or when 
swallowed. Since then, FDA has identified additional ABHSR products that 
contain methanol and is working with manufacturers and distributors on a 
voluntary recall of these products. Read more.   
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